
Community Interest Group Meeting 
January 19, 2000 

 
 
ATTENDEES: 
Larry Bissett, NETL 
Vicki Harbaugh, NETL 
Ann Levine, Oakview Property Association 
Linda Saus, Mylan Pharmaceuticals and local resident 
Frank Saus, Suncrest Neighborhood Association 
Nancy Walker, Board of Education 
 
 
AGENDA: 
Process Development Unit (PDU) and Trucking Update 
PDU Noise Level (question from Suncrest Neighborhood Association) 
Building Bond Election – Nancy Walker, Monongalia Board of Education 
Frequency of CIG Meetings 
Open Forum 
Develop Next Agenda 
 
 

UPDATE ON PROCESS DEVELOPMENT UNIT (PDU) CONSTRUCTION AND 
TRANSPORTATION OF CHEMICALS 

 
   U  PDU construction is about 98% complete, up about 1 percentage point since the October 

CIG meeting. The project is adequately funded for fiscal year 2000 (10/99 thru 9/00), and 
will likely be adequately funded for fiscal year 2001 (10/00 thru 9/01). Beyond that, the 
funding picture is too uncertain to forecast. 

 
   U  An operational safety review is required by DOE for all projects before operations are 

allowed. The safety review for this project is being conducted in 3 steps:  
    1. Review of the PDU portion of the project for independent shakedown of the PDU 

(i.e., not integrated with the syngas generator). 
    2. Review of the syngas generator portion of the project for independent shakedown 

of the syngas generator (i.e., not integrated with the PDU). 
    3. Review for integrated operation of the PDU and syngas generator. 

 
   U  The operational safety review of the PDU portion of the project (step 1) began in late 

December and is expected to take several months. Following successful completion of 
the safety review and initial operator training, PDU shakedown operations can begin, 
most likely this spring. Independent PDU shakedown will involve air, steam, nitrogen, 
and sorbent. No sulfur will be used. 

 
   U  Administrative work to prepare for the operational safety review of the syngas generator 

portion of the project (step 2) is proceeding. This safety review will likely be conducted 



this spring. Independent syngas generator shakedown operations may begin in early 
summer and will involve sulfur and gas flaring. 

 
   U  Following successful independent shakedowns and a final safety review (step 3), 

integrated operation of the PDU and syngas generator can begin. This could occur next 
fall. 

 
   U Contract actions for the supply of sulfuric acid and caustic soda are still being delayed 

until shakedown gets closer. The first acid truck delivery could be late spring or early 
summer. The first caustic truck delivery could be late summer or fall. 

 
    U As previously stated, DOE will ensure that truck escorts are provided either through the 

supplier contract or by DOE, and will request deliveries to be made between 9-11 a.m. 
and 1-2 p.m. 

 
 

PDU NOISE LEVEL  
(QUESTION FROM SUNCREST NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION) 

 
In September 1999, Mark Reasor of the Suncrest Neighborhood Association sent a request for an 
agenda item to discuss what the noise level would be from the PDU once it goes into operation.  
This item was added to the October meeting agenda; however, no representatives from the 
Suncrest Neighborhood Association were present at the meeting.  The item was postponed until 
the January meeting.  John Kovach, NETL Environmental Safety and Health Manager, was to 
address this item at the January meeting.  However, one day prior to the January 19th meeting, 
Mr. Kovach was requested to travel to Washington, DC, for a business meeting.   He is providing 
the following information to CIG members: 
 

“All operations go through a detailed review to ensure compliance with all codes.  NETL, 
in the normal conduct of operations, adheres to the OSHA requirements for hearing 
protection.  NETL has routinely designed noise control mechanisms and continually 
monitors noise levels produced from operations to protect the worker.  This involved, in 
the past, measurements at the operating unit and out to the perimeter fence in all 
directions to ensure that other personnel working on the site were not exposed to 
excessive noise levels.  Measurements at the fence line are to ensure compliance with 
local noise ordinance.  With the operation of the PDU, the same approach is being used -- 
design in worker protection, monitoring the site to the fence line for protection of site 
personnel, and monitoring the fence line for noise levels for compliance with local 
ordinance.  We have not exceeded noise levels in excess of the local ordinance at the 
perimeter fence and will comply in future operations.” 

 



 
BUILDING BOND ELECTION – NANCY WALKER 

 
Nancy Walker, Monongalia Board of Education, provided an informative presentation on the 
upcoming bond election.  The date for the election is Saturday, February 26, 2000.  See copy of 
presentation enclosed. 
 
 

FREQUENCY OF CIG MEETINGS 
 
Attendance at CIG meetings has been declining over the last year.  As a result, CIG members 
discussed whether or not quarterly meetings need to be continued or if other options might be 
available to communicate with one another.  Those in attendance agreed that there is not a need 
for quarterly meetings at this time.  However, as projects such as the PDU come into operation, 
meetings may be more useful.  Since NETL anticipates shakedown operations of the PDU in 
early summer, our next scheduled meeting is July 15th. 
 
 

NEXT AGENDA 
 
NETL Process Development Unit (PDU) and Trucking Update 
NETL Watershed Activities 
Open Forum 
Develop Next Agenda 
 
 


